FRANCIS OF ASSISI
has a right to look for help.   In general, this opposi-
tion centers around three men.
The first is Ugolini, with whom Francis has had a
lifelong friendship. Ugolini had first been bishop of
Assisi, later a cardinal, and still later Pope Gregory
IX. He admires Francis and loves him. But his
own point of view is that of an ecclesiastic who be-
lieves that all authority is centered in the Church of
Rome. He recognizes the decadent condition of the
church and its need of reform. But he does not recog-
nize the validity of any religious message except that
which comes through the orthodox channels of the
Roman Catholic Church. From the time when Fran-
cis and his first followers sought the blessing of Inno-
cent III upon their brotherhood, Ugolini has bent his
efforts toward making Francis come fully under obedi-
ence to the church and its regulations. His argument
with Francis resolves itself to this: "I am your friend,
I admire you, love you. I do not question your sin-
cerity or sanctity, but are you being as truly humble
as Christ would have you if you are not humble toward
the church and the Pope? Remember that the church
and the Pope have centuries of experience guiding
them, as well as the authority descended from the Apos-
tles. I pray you, therefore, submit yourself to the dis-
cipline and the regulations of the church." Francis
believes in the authority of the church, but he also be-
lieves in the authority of his own inner experience.
When the two come into conflict, and his friend Ugo-
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